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and oppressive nation, than those who expressed most
resentment at the prudence and moderation by which they
were delayed, those that accused every attempt for an
accommodation, of cowardice, and charged the ministry
with conniving at the rapine of pirates, begin to inquire
into the necessity of the expenses occasioned by the war,
to harangue on the advantages of parsimony, and to think
it of more importance to ease our taxes than to subdue our
enemies.

In pursuance of this new doctrine they are now en-
deavouring to embarrass the measures of his majesty, that
they may save, according to their own computation, only
thirty thousand pounds, which, in reality, I can easily show
to be no more than fifteen thousand.

For the sake of this important sum, our army is to be
modelled by a new regulation, and the success of the war
is to be impeded, the security of our commerce to be
hazarded, and our colonies are to be endangered.

Frugality is, undoubtedly, a virtue, but is, like others,
to be practised on proper occasions : to compute expenses
with a scrupulous nicety, in time of war, is to prefer money
to safety, and, by a very perverse kind of policy, to hazard
the whole for the preservation of a part*

The gentlemen, sir, who have most endeavoured to dis-
tinguish themselves as the constant opponents of the ad-
ministration, have charged it, on all occasions, with giving
encouragement to the Spaniards, but can charge it with
nothing so likely to raise the confidence and confirm the
obstinacy of the enemy, us the objections which they them-
selves have made to the present scheme of levying forces;
for to how great a degree of poverty must they believe
that nation reduced, of which the warmest patriots struggle
to save a sum so inconsiderable, by.an experiment of so
much uncertainty ? And how easily will the Spaniards
promise themselves, that they shall gain the victory only
by obliging us to continue in a state of war, a state which,
by our owu confession, we are not able to support ? v

Hud any other argument, sir, been produced than the
necessity of parsimony, it had been less dangerous to have